
National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA) patient safety alert: No. 18: Actions that can make anticoagulant therapy safer

The above alert on actions that can make anticoagulant therapy safer was issued in March 2007.  The attached table summarises the main elements of the alert that are relevant to dental practices and a brief indication of the actions that practices should be considering. It is important to read the full alert to ensure that all relevant actions have been addressed by your practice. Full details of this alert can be found on the NPSA website at: www.npsa.nhs.uk/nrls/alerts-and-directives/alerts/anticoagulant 
Enclosed is an anticoagulation information sheet for dental practices on managing patients who are taking warfarin and undergoing dental treatment. 
The British Committee for Standards in Haematology (BCSH) has produced Guidelines for the management of patients on oral anticoagulants requiring dental surgery and they are available at: http://www.bcshguidelines.com/pdf/WarfarinandOralSurgery26407.pdf 
The PCT is required to assess implementation of this alert by contractors and in order that we can respond to the NPSA, therefore please complete the attached sheet and return to the Medicines Management Team by 10th April 2009.

National Patient Safety Agency patient safety alert: No. 18: Actions that can make anticoagulant therapy safer

	Detail of the Alert
	Actions for Dental Practices 

	Ensure all staff caring for patients on anticoagulant therapy have the necessary

work competences.

Any gaps in competence must be addressed through training to ensure that all staff may undertake their duties safely.
	Ensure that staff treating patients taking

anticoagulants have the necessary competencies.
The NPSA has developed e-learning modules available at www.npsa.nhs.uk/nrls/alerts-and-directives/alerts/anticoagulant 


	Review, and where necessary, update written procedures to ensure they reflect safe practice and that staff are trained in these procedures. 


	Ensure policies and procedures are reviewed to include patient safety advice in the NPSA alert, and that all staff are aware of and understand these policies/procedures.

 

	Promote safe practice for prescribers      co-prescribing one or more clinically significant interacting medicines for patients already on oral anticoagulants; to make arrangements for additional INR blood tests, and to inform the anticoagulant service that an interacting medicine has been prescribed.
	Ensure policies and procedures are reviewed.

Ensure dental practitioners prescribing for patients taking warfarin are aware that as the prescriber of the interacting medicine they are responsible for ensuring that the patient is informed of the need for an INR.

Local guidance from Consultant Haematologists is that an extra INR should be requested whenever a new drug is prescribed. This is in line with the BCSH guidelines.



	Ensure that dental practitioners manage patients on anticoagulants according to evidence-based therapeutic guidelines. 
In most cases, dental treatment should proceed as normal and oral anticoagulant treatment should not be stopped or the dosage decreased inappropriately.
	Ensure policies and procedures are reviewed to incorporate evidence based guidelines for treatment of patients taking oral anticoagulants.

The NPSA has a poster available specifically for dental practices about patients taking anticoagulants, this can be found at www.npsa.nhs.uk/nrls/alerts-and-directives/alerts/anticoagulant



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA) patient safety alert: No. 18: Actions that can make anticoagulant therapy safer

I confirm that 

· All staff members who treat patients taking oral anticoagulants have the necessary competences to carry out their duties safely. 
· Any patients taking oral anticoagulants are managed and treated according to evidence based guidelines.
· Dental practitioners prescribing for patients taking warfarin are aware that as the prescriber of a potentially interacting medicine, that they are responsible for ensuring that the patient is informed of the need for an INR, and the need to inform the anticoagulant clinic.
Sign____________________________________________
Print name_______________________________________
Position_________________________________________
Practice_________________________________________
Date________________
Please return to the medicines management team by 10th April 2009 at the address below :

Forston Clinic

Charminster 

Dorchester 

DT2 9TB

ENCLOSURE B

