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Dear Colleague,
Medicines Management Support Pack
As you may be aware, there have recently been some important changes to national guidance that affect dental practitioners.  

The enclosed pack has been compiled to provide information concerning these changes and is part of an ongoing initiative to improve medicines management support to dental practices.
The pack endeavors to cover the following areas:

Anticoagulants
In March 2007, the National Patient Safety Agency published a patient safety alert relating to oral anticoagulants.  Included in this pack is a poster detailing how this affects dental practitioners entitled “Managing Patients who are Taking Warfarin and Undergoing Dental Treatment” (enclosure A). Also there is a simplified table of actions that can make anticoagulant therapy safer with sources of further information and links (enclosure B). 
As this is a high risk medication for patients, the PCT needs to seek assurances that this alert is implemented by contractors. In order to submit this information to the NPSA, we ask that contractors please complete the attached sheet (enclosure C).
Antibiotics
We are pleased to inform you that there is now a Dorset wide antibiotic policy in place across the Trust.  The policy is current and updated regularly to reflect new developments.  The full document is available at www.dorset-pct.nhs.uk in the policies section, under medicines code chapter 19.  For your convenience there is a chart enclosed herewith specifically targeted at dental practitioners (enclosure D).
We would like to take this opportunity to also draw your attention to the recent National Institute for health and Clinical Excellence guidelines on the use of antibiotic drugs for endocarditis prophylaxis. A copy of this is enclosed (enclosure G). It can also be accessed at the following web page: http://www.nice.org.uk/nicemedia/pdf/CG64NICEguidance.pdf 
Prescription Security

Dorset PCT has recently introduced a much needed prescription security policy and as prescribing health professionals we would like to invite you to adopt this policy. It can be found on the Trust internet site: www.dorset-pct.nhs.uk in the policies section under medicines code chapter 21.  
We have no access to data indicative of actual prescription form security processes throughout the dental community; therefore we would like to request you complete the assessment form (enclosure E) and return to us in order to obtain a better picture.
Controlled Drugs
Lastly, under the  Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, The Health Act 2006 and The Controlled Drugs (Supervision of Management and Use) Regulations 2006, the Accountable Officer for Controlled Drugs for Dorset PCT requests that all organizations involved in the prescribing, supply and administration of CDs complete the enclosed self assessment form (enclosure F). For your information, the Accountable Officer for NHS Dorset is Katherine Gough, please contact through the telephone number listed at the top of this letter.
We hope you will find the information enclosed of benefit to you in your every day practice and invite you to contact the team with any queries, concerns or questions. We would also be more than happy to visit your practice to provide advice and support relating to prescribing. If you would like to arrange a visit or speak to a prescribing advisor, contact myself or Caroline Crouch using the details above.
Your time is very much appreciated in completing enclosure forms C, E and F. Please return to the medicines management team, at the address above in the pre addressed envelope supplied.
Many thanks for your time.
Yours Sincerely,
Hayley Howells




Prescribing Technician





Direct Dial No: 01305 361431 



Email: hayley.howells@dorset-pct.nhs.uk 


Enclosures:
NPSA poster entitled “Managing Patients who are Taking Warfarin and Undergoing Dental Treatment” (enclosure A). 

Table of actions that can make anticoagulant therapy safer and a cover letter listing further sources of information and links (enclosure B)

Declaration regarding NPSA alert (enclosure C). 

Antibiotic prescribing chart specifically targeted at dental practitioners (enclosure D).

Prescription security assessment form (enclosure E)

Controlled Drug self assessment form (enclosure F).

NICE quick reference guide Prophylaxis against infective endocarditis (enclosure G).
